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Parental Treatment Methods and Their Relationship to the

Skills of the Autistic Child: A Survey Study from the

Perspective of Social Workers in Several Autism Centers in
Jeddah Governorate
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Abstract:

This study aims to examine parental treatment
styles—namely, acceptance, rejection, overprotection,
indulgence, authoritarianism, and harshness—and their
relationship to the skill development of children with autism
from the perspective of social workers. The study was conducted
on a sample of 20 social workers employed in various autism
centers across Jeddah Governorate. Data were collected using an
unstructured interview method, The findings revealed several
significant results, most notably: a positive correlation between
parental acceptance and the development of social, linguistic,
and self-care skills in children with autism, and a negative
correlation  between parental rejection, authoritarianism,
harshness, overprotection, and indulgence and the acquisition of
these skills, Furthermore, the study presents several
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recommendations proposed by social workers to enhance the
skills of children with autism, including the active involvement
of families in designing individualized therapeutic plans tailored
to each child's needs. Additionally, the study advocates the
establishment of advisory committees comprising social
workers, parents, and educators to strengthen the role of families
in fostering the developmental progress of children with autism.
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