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Abstract:

The aim of the study was to investigate the form
of central coherence in  children  with Autism  Spectrum
Disorder (ASD), as well as to identify the type of correlation
between central coherence and communication skills in children
with ASD. Additionally, the study aimed to identify differences
in central coherence in children with ASD according to the
severity of autism and the type of communication (verbal vs.
non-verbal). The sample consisted of 53 children with ASD who
attended special education schoolsand centers in Kuwait,
ranging in age from 6 to 12 years. The Central Coherence Scale
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(Abdullah, 2017) and the Communication Scale (Salama, 2016)
were used. The results indicated that the overall performance of
children in the central coherence test was higher than their
performance on the partial level. There was also a positive
correlation between central coherence and communication skills
in children with ASD. Furthermore, statistically significant
differences in central coherence were found in the research
sample according to the severity of autism, where the level of
central coherence in children with ASD decreased as the severity
of autism increased. The study recommends the provision of
educational sessions to increase the knowledge of specialists and
teachers about central coherence, its forms, and its impact on
different areas for individuals with ASD. The study also
recommends organizing awareness workshops for families of
children with ASD to train them on how to deal with

communication problems with their children.
Keywords:autism  spectrum  status, central  coherence,
communication, autism severity.
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